
 

 

 

 

 

 

MADERA IRRIGATION DISTRICT 

GROUNDWATER COMMITTEE MEETING 

OCTOBER 2, 2019 
 

MINUTES 
 

Reviewed at the October 15, 2019 Board Meeting 

 
In attendance:  Director Loquaci, Chairman 

     Director Davis 

 

Staff Present:    General Manager Thomas Greci (GM Greci) 

                Assistant General Manager Dina Nolan (AGM Nolan)  

                Board Secretary Andrea Sandoval 

  

Others in attendance:  Videographer entered after public comment. 
 

1. CALL TO ORDER  

 Chairman Loquaci called the meeting to order at 2:02 p.m.  

 

2. PUBLIC COMMENT 

Chairman Loquaci opened and closed public comment due to no comments from the public in 

attendance.  

 

3. NEW BUSINESS 

 

3a. Discussion / possible recommendation on Intensive Water Use Policy in the MID GSA 

 

DISCUSSION:  AGM Nolan stated this was discussed at a previous Board Meeting, and the 

direction from the Board was to move forward with developing the draft policy.  AGM Nolan 

stated this is a draft policy and there will be additional wordsmithing.  The policy has been 

reviewed by the District’s legal counsel.  This policy will apply to person or entity within the MID 

GSA only.  The policy will apply to any person or entity in the MID GSA that intends to use 

groundwater for a purpose other than agriculture, defined as the growing of crops.  

 

AGM Nolan stated there are two scenarios where the permit would be required:  
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1. A new or expanded groundwater use, as of the date of adoption of this Policy, not including 

the growing of crops; and 

 

2. Groundwater demands greater than historic demands in the MID GSA; 

 

Or:  

 

1. Any other use of groundwater that, in the absence of appropriate permit terms and 

conditions, would, in the opinion of the MID GSA, have the potential to unreasonably 

interfere with the MID GSA’s ability to comply with the Sustainable Groundwater 

Management Act, Water Code, § 10720 et seq. (“SGMA”) or the Groundwater 

Sustainability Plan (“GSP”) adopted pursuant to the SGMA, or would adversely impact 

the water supplies available to the MID GSA’s agricultural water users.  

 

AGM Nolan stated it is the MID GSA’s responsibility to ensure MID GSA achieves sustainability 

and complies with SGMA.  There will be a permit application and a reimbursement agreement 

required.  The reimbursement agreement will require the applicant to reimburse the District for 

staff, legal, consultants, and other reasonable expenses.   

 

AGM Nolan stated the permit can be revoked if the permittee fails to comply with the permits term 

or condition.  AGM Nolan stated the policy states if any person or entity fails to apply for a permit 

when it is required, the person or entity will be subject to penalty in accordance with Water Code 

Section § 10732.  

 

Director Davis questioned if the District borrowed this policy from another agency.  AGM Nolan 

stated this is an original draft created in cooperation with the District’s legal counsel.  Director 

Davis questioned what type of the user this would apply to.  GM Greci stated there are a couple 

industries that have discussed potential developments in the MID GSA.  Director Loquaci stated 

we will not know what the project is until the applicant fills out the application.          

 

The Intensive Groundwater Use Policy will be provided to Madera County Planning Department 

and Water & Natural Resources Department to make applicants aware.  Most projects go through 

Madera County for permits.  The policy excludes the area of the City of Madera and Madera Water 

District.   

 

GM Greci stated the District is not managing the District on a parcel-by-parcel basis and the policy 

helps to ensure an intensive water use doesn’t affect the sustainability of the District.   

 

AGM Nolan stated the following items are required in the application: 

 

1. A narrative description of the purposes for which the applicant will use water; 

 

2. A reasonable estimate, based a licensed engineer’s report, of the amount of water needed 

for the applicant’s use; 
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3. Whether the person or entity has any legal right to water from an entity, including the 

source of the right and the amount of the entitlement;  

 

4. All permits or other authorizations necessary to demonstrate that the applicant’s use is 

lawful, including, but not limited to, any environmental documents prepared in accordance 

with the requirements of the California Environmental Quality Act, Public Resources 

Code, § 21000 et seq.; 

 

5. Any other information that the applicant believes may be relevant to the MID GSA’s 

determination of whether and how conditions should be imposed on the Intensive 

Groundwater Use Permit; and 

 

6. Any other information requested by the MID GSA. 

 

Director Loquaci stated for example, if William Nimoy Paper Manufacturing wanted to come to 

town and use a lot of water, they need to fill out an application so the District can determine how 

it will affect the MID GSA.   

 

Director Davis questioned how we ensure someone does not bypass the MID GSA permit process.  

AGM Nolan stated Item H. of the policy details what remedies the District could take if someone 

does not follow the policy.  Director Loquaci stated if someone is building the District will likely 

hear about it.   

 

Director Davis stated it is better to be preemptive rather than wait.  AGM Nolan stated it puts 

everyone else at risk if a lot of industries come into the MID GSA and cause it to not be sustainable. 

 

The recommendation from the Groundwater Committee was to move forward with placing the 

Intensive Groundwater Use Policy on the agenda for the meeting at October 15, 2019. 

 

 

 3b. Discussion only on Coordination Agreement 

 

DISCUSSION:  AGM Nolan provided an update on the Coordination Agreement.  There was a 

meeting held with the 7 Madera Subbasin GSAs to review the Coordination Agreement.  It is an 

agreement to coordinate within the Madera Subbasin.  The voting requirements were removed 

because there is nothing to vote on.  The GSAs are either coordinated or not.   

 

AGM Nolan explained there needs to be a point of contact to submit the GSPs and the Coordination 

Agreement.  The agencies were able to agree on Davids Engineering as the point of contact.  

 

The agencies also need to agree on a data management system.  Madera County put together a 

RFP and two firms will be interviewed.  There are requirements for the data management system, 

but there are many different forms it could take.  The same consultant will be retained for both the 

Madera and Chowchilla Subbasins.   
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There will be an Exhibit in the the Coordination Agreement that will include the water budgets for 

each GSA.  Davids Engineering is preparing the Exhibit for the Coordination Agreement.     

 

AGM Nolan stated there is one outstanding topic related to the termination of the Coordination 

Agreement.  The Coordination Agreement is currently drafted with a 30-day written notice of 

termination to withdraw from the agreement.  AGM Nolan stated that is pretty standard.  

According to an attorney at the meeting, other areas have a one-year termination clause in their 

Coordination Agreement. New Stone Water District wants an immediate termination from the 

Coordination Agreement.  GM Greci stated for a public agency, 30 days is a short timeframe to 

schedule a meeting and provide proper notice.      

 

Director Loquaci stated there is a trust factor when an entity wants an immediate withdraw 

provision.  The other 6 GSAs are in agreement there needs to be some timeframe for noticing for 

termination included in the Coordination Agreement.  The Madera Subbasin would be in probation 

if an agency withdraws from the Coordination Agreement.  Director Davis stated he believes 30 

days is too short a time and he would suggest a more reasonable timeframe.   

   

An immediate withdraw from the Coordination Agreement was not acceptable to the Groundwater 

Committee.   

 

AGM Nolan stated the Coordination Agreement and GSP will be on the agenda in December for 

a vote for submittal to the State by the end of January. 

 

 

4. ADJOURNMENT  

 Chairman Loquaci adjourned the meeting at 2:30 p.m.  


