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Transparency Certificate of Excellence Awarded to
Madera Irrigation District
The Madera Irrigation District (District or MID) has been awarded
a District Transparency Certificate of Excellence by the Special
District Leadership Foundation (SDLF) in recognition of its outstanding efforts to promote transparency and good governance.
SDLF is an independent, non-profit organization formed to promote good governance and best practices among California’s
special districts through certification, accreditation, and other
recognition programs.
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The 2016 Assessment Statements were mailed on
October 19, 2015. If you have not received your statement, please call the Finance Department at (559) 6733514. Just a couple of things to keep in mind:
All assessments were due and payable on November 2, 2015. You are given the opportunity to make
payment in two (2) installments with the first installment
delinquent after Monday, December 21, 2015 and the
second installment delinquent after Monday, June 20,
2016. Penalties and costs will be added if installment
payments are not made within the stated time period.
Remember, if you have any questions, please call the
Finance Department.

“This award is a testament to the District’s commitment to open
and transparent government,” said Thomas Greci, General Manager. “MID strives for transparency in all of our practices. I believe that for an organization to serve the public it represents, it
must be transparent.”
In order to receive the award, a special district must demonstrate
the completion of eight essential governance transparency requirements, including conducting ethics training for all board
members, properly conducting open and public meetings, and
filing financial transactions and compensation reports to the
State Controller in a timely manner.
The District fulfilled fifteen website requirements, including
providing readily available information to the public such as
board agendas, past minutes, current District budget, and three
years of financial audits.

Neil McCormick, Chief Executive Officer of SDLF
presents Board Secretary Andrea Sandoval,
General Manager Thomas Greci, and Assistant
General Manager Dina Nolan with the District
Transparency Certificate

The District also had to demonstrate outreach to its constituents that engaged the public in its governance. This
was accomplished through newsletters, a Facebook account, a Twitter account, annual growers meetings, presentations at various service clubs, and special community engagement projects such as the logo design contest the
District held earlier this year.

Scan The Code Below to Link Directly
to
the District’s Facebook Page

Madera Irrigation District Featured in
Association of California Water Agencies (ACWA) Newsletter
The District was recently featured in the ACWA Member Newsletter. The article highlights the District’s long
history of providing water to growers in the heart of the Central Valley and ongoing efforts of the District in areas of automation, public outreach, and groundwater management.

For more information, please visit http://www.acwa.com/news/digital-acwa-news/oct-15-2015-acwa-news

California Statewide Groundwater Elevation Monitoring (CASGEM) Compliance

Main I Pipeline Project

The California Statewide Groundwater Elevation Monitoring (CASGEM) Program was created by SBx7-6,
Groundwater Monitoring, a part of the 2009 Comprehensive Water Package. By passing the bill, the California State Legislature established for the first time a statewide program to collect groundwater elevations, facilitate collaboration between local monitoring entities and the Department of Water Resources
(DWR), and to report this information to the public. The Governor’s Executive Order dated April 1, 2015
obligated local agencies to obtain CASGEM compliance by December 31, 2015 or potentially lose existing and future DWR grant funds. The 2011 DWR Prop 84 grant funds of $9.4 million in Madera County
were in jeopardy if CASGEM compliance was not obtained by the end of the year.
Over the course of a few months,
Madera Irrigation District led the
Madera-Chowchilla CASGEM Group
(Group), comprised of six agencies,
to DWR compliance. The Group,
consisting of Madera Irrigation District, Chowchilla Water District, Root
Creek Water District, Gravelly Ford
Water District, Madera Water District,
and Madera County, was designated
as the Monitoring Entity for the
Madera and Chowchilla Subbasins
on September 1, 2015.

Madera Irrigation District’s Main I Canal crossings at Road 23, Avenue 11, Avenue 10-1/2, and Avenue 10 were originally constructed in the early 1970’s and have been patched numerous times over the years due to excessive cracks
and leaking. These Techite pipe crossings had reached the end of their service lives and needed replacement.

Special thanks are due to the Madera
Irrigation District growers that signed
up for the CASGEM program and
Pictured Above: Dennis Flippo, MID hydrographer (left), and Rosendo well measurements. For more inforBaldovinos, Engineering Technician I (right), measure the depth to groundwater.
MID congratulated Dennis on his retirement October 30, 2015 after nearly 30 mation please visit http://www.madera
-id.org/index.php/information-foryears of service at the District.
growers

Madera Irrigation District is Preparing for Flood Flows and
is Looking for Landowner Participation
Madera Irrigation District has been actively preparing for rain events through a number of maintenance activities including the rehabilitation of MID operated recharge basins and canals. MID is preparing to capture and recharge
flows to benefit the District’s landowners and the Madera Groundwater Subbasin. The District is also looking for
landowners within the District who are interested in taking flows this winter, if available. Landowners who have a
connection to District facilities are encouraged to take surface water if accessible. All landowners who have the
ability and desire to take flows during the winter season are urged to contact the District with your interest as soon
as possible, particularly those with flood irrigation systems still in place. If you do not currently have a connection to
District facilities (primarily Category 3 land) and are interested in District service for the winter months and/or normal
irrigation season, please contact the District immediately by calling Jennifer Furstenburg at 559-673-3514 or by
email at jdf@madera-id.org.

Madera Irrigation District to offer an
On-Farm Groundwater Recharge Workshop
Madera Irrigation District has partnered with Sustainable Conservation, a non-profit organization, to offer a workshop for landowners on On-Farm Groundwater Recharge. The purpose of the workshop is to provide the current
knowledge about the benefits, costs, and risks of capturing flood runoff on working farms so landowners can make
more informed decisions about the use of this practice as a strategy to move toward groundwater sustainability.
The workshop will be held on Friday, December 11 from 9:00am-11:00am. Please RSVP to Andrea Sandoval at
559-673-3514 or by email at asandoval@madera-id.org if you would like to attend.

Historically, the tail end of the Main I Canal, which conveys the majority of the City of Madera stormwater, has been
subject to multiple canal breaks during the flood season because of the close proximity to Cottonwood Creek, Road 23
shoulder, and the Lateral 24.2 spill pipeline. The 36-inch pipeline replaced the four failing road crossings, two check
structures, and eliminated the risk of canal breaks between Avenues 10 and 11. The pipeline design and construction
was completed in-house by MID staff.
MID partnered with the Madera County Roads Department for the road closures,
traffic control, and asphalt paving. The project is projected to be completed by the
end of the year, weather permitting, and is expected to be completed under budget
and ahead of schedule.

Pictured Above: MID staff constructs the 36-inchdiameter polypropylene pipeline across Avenue

Pictured Above: MID staff constructs the
36-inch diameter polypropylene pipeline

Pictured Above: MID staff guides the precast check structure into place.

What Is Workplace Wellness?
We see it as an organized, employer-sponsored program that is designed to support employees as they adopt and
sustain behaviors that reduce health risks, improve quality of life, enhance personal effectiveness, and benefit the organization’s bottom line.
Wellness programs have often been viewed as a nice extra, not a strategic imperative. Newer evidence tells a different story. With tax incentives and grant funding available under recent federal health care legislation, U.S. companies
can use wellness programs to chip away at their enormous health care costs, which are only rising with an aging
workforce. These programs have also been known to considerably reduce employee absenteeism and turnover. Recently the Madera Irrigation District implemented a Health & Wellness program. Employees were given an opportunity
to participate in fitness programs that are designed to stimulate exercise, healthy eating, and wellness tracking. Our
wellness program has been well received by all staff and the impact is obvious.
The District hosted our 1st Annual Health and Wellness Fair
for all District employees. This event was fully funded by a
wellness grant awarded by the District’s insurance health carrier. District employees received important information about
their health benefits and available resources.

Assessment Time Again
Pictured: MID Employee Manuel Guillen, Harpreet Singh of
Sachdeva Orthodontics, Olga Sauceda of City of Madera, and MID
Employee Tanesha Welch at the MID Health Fair

