THE MISSION OF MADERA IRRIGATION DISTRICT is to obtain and
manage affordable surface water and groundwater supplies in a
manner which will ensure the long-term viability of irrigated agriculture
in the District.
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ASSESSMENT TIME AGAIN
The 2015 Assessment Statements will be

mailed during the week of October 15, 2014.
If you do not receive your statement, please
call the Finance Department at (559) 673-3514
for your statement. Just a couple of things to
keep in mind:
All assessments are due and payable on
November 3, 2014. You are given the opportunity to make payment in two (2) installments
with the first installment due no later than Monday, December 22, 2014 and the second installment due no later than Monday, June 22,
2015. Penalties and costs will be added if installment payments are not made within the
stated time period. Standby billings were
mailed the week of September 15, 2014 and
are due no later than October 20, 2014 at 5:00
p.m.
Remember, if you have any questions, please
call the Finance Department.

The 2014 Friant declaration made by the United
States Bureau of Reclamation (Bureau) remained
at zero percent for the first time in the history of the
Central Valley Project (CVP). This means that the
Madera Irrigation District (MID or District) was not
allocated any of its 85,000 acre-feet (AF) Class 1
supply or any of its 186,000 AF of Class 2 supply.
Beyond the obvious drought conditions limiting
supplies statewide, the zero percent allocation was
also caused by the Bureau’s inability to convey water through the Delta to satisfy the Exchange Contractors due to environmental
and water quality policy. A summary of why this occurred was
provided in the last issue of the
MID Stream Monitor, which is
available at http://www.maderaid.org/index.php/newsletters.
In the 2013 water season (last
year), MID was aggressive in obtaining water made available by
other districts and was able to
acquire nearly 23,000 AF of additional water supplies. A large
share of this supplemental water
was funded and utilized by MID’s
subordinate growers. Approximately 13,000 AF was carried
over to the 2014 water season.
That carryover was made possible through a pre-purchase program as insurance water for
MID’s subordinate growers.
Through MID’s small pre-1914
supplies, additional water pur-

chases, and cooperation with other Districts, including Chowchilla Water District and Root Creek
Water District, MID was able to increase the volume available from 13,000 AF to nearly 19,000 AF
of surface water. Although a small amount compared to normal years, this accounted for nearly
half of the carryover water for all 33 Friant Contractors. With the record low water supplies available
also came record high prices that reached $1,000
per AF for subordinate growers.
Continued on page 2

Shown above: Madera Lake owned and operated by MID. The reservoir provides approximately 2,400 AF of surface storage and is utilized as a recharge
basin and regulating reservoir. MID utilized the reservoir to recharge approximately 1,400 AF of water released from Hidden Dam this year, benefitting the
entire Madera Groundwater Subbasin.

BORDENAVE PIPELINE REPLACEMENT PROJECT
The District recently completed
the Bordenave Pipeline Replacement project located on
Avenue 8 between Road 24 and
Road 24-1/2. This half mile portion of the Bordenave pipeline
was originally constructed in
1977 as a spill pipeline, not designed to be under continuous
pressure. As more District customers and turnouts were added
to the pipeline, the operational
use of the pipeline changed.
Over time, the continuous pressure strained the aging pipe
joints and caused leaks in various locations. In the last few
years, the pipeline was repaired
dozens of times to satisfy immediate demands. These ongoing
repairs interrupted District service to growers and cost the District a significant amount of staff
time, equipment time, and
material costs. Understanding
the importance of water conservation and with the increasing
cost of water, the District budg-

eted, designed, and constructed a new Bordenave
pipeline.
The existing 21-inch diameter concrete pipe was removed and replaced with a
24-inch diameter high density polyethylene (HDPE)
water tight gasketed pipe.
To improve hydraulics and
prevent compounding
pressure, air vents were
installed at approximately
400 foot intervals. Also,
the pipeline was reinforced
with concrete thrust blocks
at all angle points. MID
obtained an encroachment
permit and partnered with
Madera County Roads Department for the traffic control, saving the District
thousands of dollars. The
pipeline replacement project was a much needed
District improvement and
was completed entirely
in-house by District staff.

WATER SEASON CONCLUDES
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Because of the minimal water supplies this year
and because a majority of the water acquired was
made possible by the funding provided by the
subordinate growers, MID had to get creative with
the 2014 operations.
MID’s Board of Directors determined that it would
be in the best interest of all of MID’s growers to
conduct a partial run of MID’s distribution system,
with a focus on delivering water that had been
paid for by subordinates to those lands.

JILL LOW ANNOUNCES RETIREMENT
Jill Low has announced her retirement from the
Madera Irrigation District. Jill has been with the District for over 28 years. Jill has been an integral part
of the Finance and Administration Departments during her tenure with the District. Jill’s career with the
District began in March 1986 as an Account Payable
Technician. Working up the ranks of the Finance
Department, Jill became the Controller-AssessorCollector in March 1997. In that role, Jill served as
one of the main contacts for growers and landowners. After serving as the lead manager in the Finance Department for over 13 years, Jill made the
transition to the Administration Department. In May
2010 Jill was promoted to the position of the Assistant General Manager. There she worked on many
special projects in addition to continuing to be a resource to the Finance Department. Jill’s last day
with the District will be Friday, October 31, 2014.
After her retirement, Jill plans to spend time with her
family and enjoy traveling. Jill will be greatly missed
by all employees. MID staff and Board wish her the
best in the next chapter of her life!

Above: Jill Low announces her retirement after 28 years.

Above: MID staff constructs 24-inch HDPE
pipeline on Avenue 8.

This partial run posed numerous challenges as
the system is not designed to operate at such low
flows.
MID would like to thank MCWPA’s staff, MID’s
operations staff, and our growers for all working
together to accomplish the run as efficiently as
possible and allowing close to 19,000 AF of surface water to be utilized.

The program benefited the entire District with recharge through the Fresno River, Madera Lake,
and system losses, along with allowing groundwater wells to turn off, which preserved water in the
aquifer. The partial run also allowed the District to
Through cooperation of the Madera Chowchilla
operate under a balanced budget with no monies
Water and Power Authority (MCWPA), MID was
being pulled from reserves while completing much
able to complete a partial run on the eastern edge needed capital improvement projects within the
of the District from the beginning of June through District.
the end of August.

NRCS EMERGENCY WATERSHED PROTECTION PROGRAM
Madera Irrigation District (MID or District) received a
grant from the U.S. Department of Agriculture’s Natural Resources Conservation Service (NRCS) Emergency Watershed Protection (EWP) Program, which
responds to emergencies created by natural disasters including drought. MID was awarded a grant for
the spreading of road oil around the MID office site,
including the equipment and storage yards, as a
means of dust control to protect adjacent traffic, reduce air pollution, and conserve water. Previously,
District staff would apply water 2-3 times per day
with a water truck to control blowing dust. Approximately 9 acres were graded, moisture conditioned,
and compacted by District staff. The NRCS funded
75% of the road oil construction cost ($73,500). The
remaining 25% ($24,500) was paid by the District’s
in-kind services and cash. More information on the
USDA NRCS EWP program can be found here:
http://www.nrcs.usda.gov
Above: Graded area begins to receive oil treatment

